DR. ADAM ROLLINS

DEAN, SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCES

Dr. Adam Rollins joined Lincoln Memorial University in August 2008 and immediately engaged
his philosophy of utilizing a student-centered approach to integrate his teaching, scholarship, and
service in support of the University’s mission. Toward these means he contributed to the delivery,
redesign, and creation of courses, programs, and research opportunities at both the undergraduate
and graduate levels in the School of Mathematics and Sciences and the Institution as a whole.
Although born in rural West Virginia, his scholarly pursuits have taken him to five continents
and resulted in several publications, workshops, lectures, and grants. Dr. Rollins’ Appalachian
heritage combined with his global perspective have made him well suited to interact and identify
with LMU’s diverse population of students, faculty, and staff. Dr. Rollins currently serves as the
Dean for the School of Mathematics and Sciences and the Program Director for the Master of
Science program’s Life Sciences Research Major.

Since joining LMU, Dr. Rollins has been deeply involved with curricular assessment and data-
driven improvement. He contributed to the restructuring of LMU’s Biology pre-med track which
aligned the program with current standards ensuring that LMU’s students were (1) better
prepared for the MCAT and (2) competitive applicants to professional and graduate programs.
He led the modernization of the natural resources related programs which resulted in the
discontinuance of LMU’s Environmental Science and Wildlife and Fisheries Biology Programs.
Strategically-selected and updated components of these two programs along with the creation of
several new courses resulted in the establishment of LMU’s Conservation Biology Bachelor of
Science Program with two tracks (a) Wildlife and Fisheries Management and (b) Conservation
Biology Research.

Contributing to the development of graduate-level education programs has been an important
goal for Dr. Rollins. As such, he contributed to the working group that established LMU’s Master
of Science Program. This program offers four majors (1) Anatomical Sciences, (2) Biomedical
Sciences, (3) Life Sciences Research, and (4) Veterinary Biomedical Science. Dr. Rollins is the
Program Director for the MS Life Sciences Research Major within which he has served as the
major professor for a student who successfully completed a traditional research-based thesis and
was subsequently awarded a Masters degree. Dr. Rollins served as a member of a working group
to develop an Integrative Biosciences doctoral (PhD) program.

Dr. Rollins has worked to increase the level of scholarship and integration not only in the School
of Mathematics and Sciences, but campus-wide and beyond. This is evidenced through his
involvement as one of the founding members of LMU’s Honors Scholars Program. This program
provides engaged academic experiences across all of LMU’s Schools through experiential and
service learning opportunities which ultimately enrich the LMU community. In addition to being
one of the founding members, he has also served as the program’s Interim Director and Chair of
the Honors Scholars Council — a group for which he currently serves as an ex-officio member.
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Dr. Rollins has a passion for the scholarship of discovery and has worked to provide research
opportunities for students and faculty. His own research has taken him to 11 countries across
five continents and produced 18 peer-reviewed manuscripts in the primary literature, 4 book
chapters, and over 40 abstracts from professional conferences. In addition to directing a
successful Masters student, he has mentored 22 undergraduate and 4 graduate research projects
all of which resulted in presentations at either the college or professional levels. In recognition
of his scholarly productivity, Dr. Rollins was named the inaugural chair holder of the Dr. Estle
Pershing Muncy Endowed Chair in Biology in 2017.

Dr. Rollins has facilitated research opportunities and worked directly with LMU students across
our region and internationally in Belize, Costa Rica, Kenya, and Thailand. Furthermore, he has
hosted 15 visiting scientists ranging from graduate students to world authorities who delivered
public lectures and interacted with students. These guests, which included four Fulbright
Scholars, came from across the United States and other countries including Costa Rica,
Philippines, Russia, Tunisia, and Vietnam. A direct extension of Dr. Rollins’ scholarship led to
the development of an official collaborative agreement, signed in 2017, between Lincoln
Memorial University and the University of Costa Rica that provides both academic and research
exchanges for students and faculty.

Dr. Rollins’ service beyond LMU has focused on the scholarship of teaching through facilitating
and contributing to profession development and outreach events for K — 12 educators and
students across LMU’s service region. In this capacity he has worked with the Claiborne County
STEM Vertical Integration Committee, LMU’s STEM Academy and Appalachian Summer
Medical Institute, as well as, the Step up to STEM Summer Institute (supported by the TN Higher
Education Commission). Collectively, these and other events have utilized and strengthened
institutional collaborations among LMU’s School of Allied Health Sciences, School of Arts
Humanities & Social Sciences, the Carter and Moyers School of Education, the College of
Veterinary Medicine, the DeBusk College of Osteopathic Medicine, and the Abraham Lincoln
Library and Museum. Within the institution, Dr. Rollins has actively contributed to several
committees including LMU’s Academic Council, Committee on Scholarly Activities, General
Education Committee, Institutional Effectiveness Committee, and the Institutional Review
Board.
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